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craving for more finesse and resource in the Allied
plan.

Of another change made a little later no criticism
was possible. The office of Secretary of State for
War existed in order to harmonize the relations of
civilian statesmen and military experts. It had been
since December 1916 in the charge of Lord Derby,
but on April 18, 1918, he succeeded Lord Bertie at
the Embassy in France, and Lord Milner went to the
War Office. There was need of such a man in such
a place, for a month before the storm had broken
in the West, the Allies had lost their gains of four
laborious years, and the Channel Ports and Paris
herself seemed to lie at the mercy of the enemy.
The British Commander-in-Chief had told his men
that their backs were at the wall, and that each must
fight to the end; and Sir Douglas Haig was not
prone to emotional speech. We turn now to that
struggle of life and death between the Oise and the
sea.
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